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for equality
in New Hill

' The United States is on the
threshold of electing its first
minority President. We are

, pleased tosee equalitY being
ihown nationally, however,

. locally, equalitY ii not taking
place.- 

Take for examPle the recent
' actions by the Westem Wake

Partners (WWn;, made uPbY
the towns of CarY, APex,
Holly SPrings, and
Morrisville.

Cary, the Iead Partner for
the WWP, has selected a site

for their regional sewage
, plant that is in the center of
' irlew Hill, adjoining a resi-

dential neighborhood; the
' New Hill his.toric district;
' and two churches (both
' churches have cemeteries,
I and one has a PlaYground.)" According to the 2000

Census, the residential
neighborhood adiacent to the
s"oiage plant site is86.79 Per-
cent minoritY.

hr an October 3, 2006letter
to DeputY Director of the
Divisi6n of Water QualitY,
Coleen Sullins, Cary Town
Manager Bill Coleman
admitted Cary misrePresent-
ed these demograPhics when
it submitted the Draft
Enviionmental Statement to
NC DePartment of Natural
and ' Environmental
Resources. In other wo1ds,
CarY tried to cover uP that
the site for the sewage Plant
was surrounded bY most$
minoriW residents.

The ehgineering firm that
was hired bY Cary to find a
site for the regional sewage
plant examined 29 sites
iround Western Wake
Countv. Of the 29 sites, 3

ranked higher than the site in
the center of New HilI.

Why did Cary skiP the toP
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Coast Guard Reserve
Seaman lohn I. Patrone, a
2003 graduate of APex High

3 sites and choose the site

ranked fourth?
These 3 highest ranked

sites are located o4 Progress
Enerqv property, where the
Sheaion' Hariis Nuclear
Facility is located, orrlY 1 mile
from ihe selected site in the
center of New Hill.

During the late 1960s and
1970s. the land for the
Shearon Harris Nuclear
Plant was forciblY acquired
from the residents of New
Hill bv CP&L. This land was
acquiied for utilitY PurPoses.

Progress EnergY (Parent
comp-aty of CP&L) has
aamitteci CP&L took thou-
sands more acres than need-
ed to house the current and
proposed nuclear reactors'
hs ieported August 27,2002
in Tha News & Observer, PE

intends to develoP this
excess property into residen-
tial. coinmirciil, and indus-
trial complexes. lA/hY should
PE be ubl" to deveioP land
they forcibly acquired from
New Hill residents?

Could it be the WWP
thought the minoritY resi-
dentJ surrounding the Plant
did not have the wherewith-
al to stand uP to Cary and
Aper and that is whY the
siie in the center of New Hill
was selected, which will
allow PE to develoP the
excess proPertY it took from
New Hill r-esid-ents?

Cary, APex and the rest of
the WWP partners, along
with PE should do the right
thing and Place the regional
sewage Plant on PE ProPertY
instetd of the center of New
Hill. After all, what is a

sewage plant if not a utilitY?

Ann & RaY Fields
Matthews

During the eighrweek
training program, Patrone
completed a vigorous

t

training curriculum consist-

In the 1930s U.S. 1 was
more than just a vital road
that cormected Maine with
Florida. lt was ffte onlY road
to connect the most northern.
and southern states of the
East Coast. '

'U.S. 1 was a maior toad,"
said local amateur historian
Bob Crowley. "There was no
Interstate 95' It was U.S. 1

and that's it. Thai little two
lane road carried ihe traffic
from Maine to Florida'"

And nowhere along the
nearlv 2,000 miles of road-
way was there a worse loca-
tion for motorists to cross
railroad tracks.

."There were actuallY three
grade crossings there at one
iime." said CrowleY. "There
was the line down'the mid-
dle that was the main line
and continued to Harnett
County. The other lines
branched off 'and connected
with the SeaPort Line."
.Nearly all crossings had a

hint of danger to them seven
decades ago. Few had wam-
ing lights-or gates to block
traffic.

"The only warning You
had was a wooden sigrt
painted white with
t'Railroad Crossing" written
on it," said CrowleY. "It did-
n't have any reflectors either.
It was just a wooden sign
subject to weather and ele-
ments."

But the crossing in Bonsal
also had other factors work-
ing against the safetY .of
m6torists. Alarge amount of
trees near the tracks gave
both the locomotive engi-
neer and motorists a restrict-
ed view of the crossing.

"You couldn't see the train
until it was almost at the
ctossing," said CrowleY-
"That also meant the engi-
neer couldn't see traffic on
the road."

Perhaps the worst asPect

of the crossing was its loca-
tion on a small incline. At
night it was very easY for
m6torists to not see the train
crossing in tront of them
until it 'vas too late.

"T'1r,r ;l:lad approached the
cruusrfi$ uphill . from both
directions,t said CrowleY.
"So a car would be below
the level of the train. At
night you would look ahead

"f,'J,,r:Y###,f,,J,ffi

#

The railroad crossing in Bonsalwa
The at-grade crossing was rnade s

"Ycru would see the head- sPeec

lights of the oncoming traf- the cr

fiE but not the train. ln those A n
davs when a car hit a bumP ious
the lishts would flicker' So until
when"the wheels of the train of tht

would pass in front of the "Tt
cars alreadY stoPPed on the them

other side bf tne crossing it kePt

simply looked like flickering ple sr

headlights.' drlv(
The Jlickering headlights train

gave the illusion that traffic As

ilas moving at a normal the s
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