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,cells that line the pbncreatlc
duct are involved. Thi. type of
pancreatfc cancer is an ex-
ocrine tumo1. knoWn as ade,

: nocarcinoma. A less com-
,.mon type of pancreatic tumoi
begns ln tne istet celts ot the
pancreas and !s known aS an'
endocrlneturo* , ' ,

Diagnosing pancreatic can-
cer may be difficult. Symb-
toms are not atways onvious
and usually develop 6raOu-
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nlesgnt, a rcriety of test5 may
be perfoimed to make an ac-
curate diagnosis. ' l

Th'erC is cunehtly no blood
, ,test'f,or panCreatid cancer.

People with pancreatic cancer
often haVe etevated levefs of ;

bllirubin {nd liveien4rmes in
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has recently uncovered genetic
links to the disease.

Birney wants to prevent other
families fromfeelingthe loss that
hers felt when they lost Thomas.

Bimey met Thomas on Longls
land at a church dance. She was
19 and hewas 22; red-headed and
tzrll. She loved his outgoing nature
and laugh "that everybody still
remembers."

He went back to school on the
G.I. Bill after they had married
and started a family and eventu-
ally taught languages and worked
in school administration.

He was fluent in German,
French and Chinese.

"He couldn't balance the check-
book but he could do anything
with a language," Birney laughed.

Simply, he was hers and he was
taken away too soon.
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and rising fuel prices, Brown said.
The project will treat waste-

water from Cary, Apex, Holly
Springs and Research Triangle
Park.

The project is 60 percent de-
signed and in the site selection
pfocess.

Officials know the facility will
be located somewhere in south-
western Wake County.

Some residents in that area -called the New Hill community

- have long been against the pro
posed project.

"We're adamantly opposed to
putting it right in the middle of the
community,' said Randel Sink on
Monday.

Sink is a 60-year-old retired
electrical engineer who has lived
in New Hill since 1974.

Brown said that the New Hill
area is the most cost-effective lo-
cation for the plant since it is in
a direct line from where it re-
ceives the water to where it will
discharge it into the Cape Fear
River.

Brown said the facility, which
will treat 18 million gallons a day,
could come online in 2013.

The communities that make up
Western Wake Partners will
shoulder the cost according to

how much of the plant's capacity
they will use, Brown said.

Cary will use 10.5 million gal-
lons a day. The cost will be paid
for partly through bond funds.

"We have common goals,"
Brown said ofthe reasons the dif-
ferent municipalities decided to
come together for the joint proj-
ect.

Cary Mayor }larold Weinbrecht
believes more such municipal co
operation will be seen in the fu-
ture.

"There is more emphasis on re
gionalism now," Weinbrecht said.

Cary already has two waste-
water treatment plants, one in
north Cary off Old Reedy Creek
Road and^ one in south Cary off
West Lake Road which have a
combined treatment capacity of
24.8 million gallons a day.

Like those facilities, the new
plant will use a biolo$cal procms
to treat the water by producing
environments ripe for bacteria
and other micro-organisms to
grow in.

The organisms will then eat the
"bad" stufffrom the water before
it's filtered, Brown said.

Contact Beth Hatcher at 460-
2608 or bhatcher@nando.com.

Contact Beth Hatcher at 460-
2608 or bhatcher@nando.com.

Cost of sewerplant increases
Town estimates
regional wastewater
plant to cost 3O
percent more than
ori$inally bud$eted.
BY BETH HAICHER
STAFF WRITER

Though slightly delayed, a re-
gional wastewater treatment plant
handlingCary's needs is slated to
come online in about five years.

The delays, mostly due to per-
mitting issues, have also increased
the price tag of the Western Wake
Regional Water Reclamation Fa-
cility, currently estimated at $300
million.

That price is a 30 percent in-
crease in estimated cost for the
project in the last four years, said
Steve Brown, Caqy's director of
public works and utilities.

The delays in the U.S. Army
Corp ofEngineers project caused
the price to go up because glob-
al$, construction costs are going
up thanks to increased demand
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Cary's booming population that
pill push the town's average daily
water demand from 14 million gal-
lons to about 30 million by 2030,
according to town numbers.

'IMe've got to change the way
we're using water, especially
through irrigation," Weinbrecht
said.

Weinbrecht feels that conser-
vation measures - the town re-
cent;y adopted newmeasures like
warm season grass incentives -will help the town reduce the in-
crease of its water consumption.

Cary built the water treatment
plant - which is designed to be
expanded - in 1992 at a capacity
of 16 million gallons a day.

The plant was expanded to the
40 million gallons a day in 2001,
Brown said.

Libeily Tax in Northwest Cary
Hwv 55 and Hiohhouse Rd.
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