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Published: Feb 28, 2006

Your Letters, March 1
The true offense

I would like to welcome the members of the Shura of the Islamic Association of Cary to the United 
States and congratulate them on their appreciation for the First Amendment to our Constitution, which
guarantees freedom of speech to all, even those demanding censorship of others.

The Shura made clear they did not like the Danish cartoons of Muhammad ["The blasphemous 
cartoons," Your Letters, Feb. 22]. The allegedly offensive cartoons were published in an Egyptian 
newspaper last fall and provoked no response whatsoever. The reason for this fabricated furor is 
simple.

I suspect what actually offends the members of the Shura is not the content of the cartoons, but the 
fact that non-Muslims here are not terrorized into a state of servility the way they are in the Middle 
East. In Islamic states, it is illegal to attempt to convert a Muslim to another religion. Freedom of
conscience is severely restricted or nonexistent. External signs or expressions of non-Muslim 
religions are repressed, often violently.

Since the Shura quoted the Koran, I will as well. Sura 9:29: "Fight those who believe not in Allah nor 
the last day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and his apostle, nor 
acknowledge the religion of truth even if they are the people of the book, until they pay the Jizya with 
willing submission, and feel themselves subdued."

The Jizya is the slave tax non-Muslims are commanded to pay their Muslim masters.

I suggest readers educate themselves on the status of non-Muslims in Islamic lands. An excellent 
resource is that of eminent Middle East scholar Bat Ye'or: www.dhimmi.org.

John Barbara
Cary
John Barbara writes about political and cultural isses at his blog, Fire in the Hole!, at 
www.blogomonster.com/johnb/.

Insulting and astonishing

I have to take issue with the Islamic Association of Cary's editorial expressing concern over what it 
considers to be blasphemous cartoons.

In their editorial, the writers lament the pain the cartoons have caused to Muslims around the world.
Although I understand how offensive the cartoons are and how much anger they generate, I suggest 
that most of the pain has been caused not by the cartoons, but by the Muslim protesters themselves, 
led into senseless acts of violence by self-righteous imams preaching hate and discord in a vain effort
to improve their own political positions.

I find it insulting and astonishing that the first public comments from a local Islamic organization that 
has been in existence for over two years is an editorial complaining about cartoons. Islamic 
extremists have been murdering innocent civilians around the globe and we hear nothing from them. 
Trains are bombed in Spain. We hear nothing. Dozens are killed in Great Britain. We hear nothing.
Muslims kill each other with impunity in Iraq and we hear nothing.
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When it comes to issues that matter, their silence is deafening.

Don Hyatt
Cary
Don Hyatt is Webmaster of CaryPolitics.org.

Help save New Hill

I am very concerned about the impact that the sewage plant will have on New Hill. I know that we are 
just a small community. But as you well know, all communities start out small.

We cannot understand why they want to put the sewage treatment plant that the Wake Partners need
in our community. Since we cannot use it, then it should be put in the area where it is going to be 
used. I am sure that Cary, Apex, Holly Spring, or Morrisville has a much more suitable area than New 
Hill. I am also quite sure that they don't want it in their area for the same reason that we don't want it. 
That reason is the big impact it will make on the quality of life that we deserve and are accustomed to.

We pay our taxes and we are first-class citizens. We may not have as much money as the other 
communities, but we still need to be treated fair and just. It is not fair or just to take advantage of 
another community by taking away their quality of life to make it better for another community. What 
would you do if you were told that this waste treatment plant was going to be put next door to you, as 
we had outgrown our area? I am sure you would be doing all you could to prevent it.

We would appreciate all the help anyone could give us in our fight to save New Hill.

Pat Heiderman
New Hill
Pate Heiderman is a member of the New Hill Community Association.


