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Slow growth, put residents first

The News & Observer recently ranked Morrisville the fastest-growing town in North Carolina — not
exactly good news for residents. Crowded housing of all types has brought heavy traffic that damages
quality of life. I am a candidate for commissioner at-large who shares a strong local preference for
quality over quantity. I believe we need to lower all future development densities and promote
low-density housing that will limit traffic growth, improve the environment and preserve more
greenery, all of which tend to lift residential values.

Morrisville must adopt slow growth, higher standards, and allow only such developments that the 
town's inadequate roads can reasonably support. We can and must do better, and put the needs of 
residents first in planning.

Unless we control high-density growth, traffic will threaten the town's ability to function. Town Hall's 
typical glib response to the public's traffic concerns has been to cite our crossroads status, handling 
Research Triangle Park, Raleigh-Durham International Airport and huge out-of-town workforce traffic. 
What current commissioners have failed to do is control developments within our town borders.

Consider what previous and current commissioners have approved, not infrequently against Planning 
Board recommendations. At present, about 43 percent of residents live in 3,485 apartment units, 25 
percent live in 2,044 dense townhomes and condos and 32 percent live in predominantly small-lot, 
single-family houses. More high-density housing is in the pipeline. We now have 14,000 residents 
shoehorned into little more than two square miles, with estimates that our population will reach 20,000
in a year or two.

Although new on the local campaign trail, I am not new to civic or political pursuits. I have a strong 
track record of identifying problems and developing effective solutions. I am ready and willing to help 
make Morrisville better. On Nov. 8, I will need public support. The choice is clear: Either we control 
growth, or it will control us.

Richard V. Elliott
Candidate, commissioner at-large
Morrisville

Hats off to Apex's Bill Jensen

Our hats are off to Apex Commissioner Bill Jensen for his courageous stand for justice as opposed to 
legalism on selecting a site for a sewer plant by town partners Cary, Apex and Morrisville. Just 
because it may be legal doesn't make an action just, especially when the choices are available that 
would be legal and just.

The choice site includes our Buckhorn Township's only post office, fire house, service station with 
store and auto shop. It also includes two churches and two rest homes, along with some 80 homes 
within one-half mile distance. Since the lands surrounding New Hill have been historically lower priced
than land in New Hill, we are convinced that the town partners are more interested in getting rid of 



Hats off to Apex's Bill Jensen

Our hats are off to Apex Commissioner Bill Jensen for his courageous stand for justice as
opposed to legalism on selecting a site for a sewer plant by town partners Cary, Apex and
Morrisville. Just because it may be legal doesn't make an action just, especially when the
choices are available that would be legal and just. 

The choice site includes our Buckhorn Township's only post office, fire house, service station
with store and auto shop. It also includes two churches and two rest homes, along with some 80
homes within one-half mile distance. Since the lands surrounding New Hill have been
historically lower priced than land in New Hill, we are convinced that the town partners are more
interested in getting rid of New Hill than they are the cost.

The law states that owners of condemned land are entitled to the fair market value. We lived
outside New Hill when Progress Energy ran us out for the nuclear plant and they claimed to pay
us fair market value; however, when we went to New Hill and bought land that is 1,000 feet from
the proposed sewer site property, the land cost three times more per acre than we received.
This land has not changed; therefore, the land away from New Hill should still be cheaper.  

Many thanks to Commissioner Jensen, Suzy Barile, H. Paul Shackleton and Brent Miller for
speaking out on behalf of our beloved historical New Hill and all others who have voiced their
concern for our citizens.

Wallace and Pansy Womble
New Hill




