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Cary should revisit New Hill decision

In his Sept. 8 letter ["Is what you are doing to New Hill right?"], H. Paul 
Shackleton noted that it might be legal and expedient for several western Wake 
towns, led by Cary, to:

• Ignore their own consultant's findings.

• Locate their sewage-treatment plant in another community's historic district.

• Ignore the reasonable alternative put forth by the affected New Hill citizens.

Mr. Shackleton then questioned whether or not such actions are right. I can't 
answer for the elected officials to whom he posed his question, but as a Cary 
citizen, my answer is, "Absolutely not."

This is not a case of our neighbors in New Hill being NIMBYs — as evidenced by
John Edward Moore's Sept. 14 letter ["Plant should go south of U.S. 1"], New Hill
citizens have proposed an alternative that still is in their "back yard"; it's just not
in their historic district or next to a church, as the site selected by Cary is.

Ironically, the citizens of New Hill are part of the minority of western Wake 
residents who won't benefit from this plant, yet they aren't even asking to move 
the site out of their community, but rather to a more suitable site in their 
community.

I'm dismayed by the decision of a majority of my Cary elected officials. This action
thumbs its nose at regional cooperation and provides more fodder for those who 
wish to sully Cary's reputation. I'd like to see our reputation with our neighbors 
improve. This Cary citizen suggests that revisiting the sewage-treatment plant 
site decision would be a good start.

Brent A. Miller
Cary

Elect Ed Yerha

Tragedies like Hurricane Katrina sure help put things into perspective. In western 
Cary, we're lucky our biggest problems (and candidate issues) are traffic, 
overcrowded schools and land-development growing pains.

Like many people, I'm far beyond my level of tolerance for all the finger pointing 
going on in Washington, the latest resulting from the lack of decisive, immediate 
action to help Katrina victims. So I've set my own new standard for candidates 
running for office in any level of government, including local council: Will they 
point their finger, or will they instead take responsibility for their actions and 
decisions? I think the answer to this question says a lot about a person's 
character.

We have our very own finger pointing right here in Cary. In June, during the hotly 
contested New Hill issue, the District A incumbent went one step further and 
used a pencil to point at citizens while scolding them. And all they were asking for
was a fair, thoughtful process before condemnation of their homes in favor of a 
sewage-treatment plant.
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Ed Yerha is not a finger pointer. He has the expertise and knowledge to get it 
right the first time. And he holds himself and colleagues accountable if they can 
do better next time. I encourage every District A voter to check out Ed at 
www.edforcary.org. Ed is a smart, experienced leader who genuinely cares about
Cary. And he'd never point a finger away from his own accountability or toward 
his fellow citizens.

Dayna Guzik
Cary

Police association endorses candidates

The North Carolina Police Benevolent Association Inc. is composed of officers 
employed by federal, state, county or municipal governments throughout North 
Carolina. This professional association prides itself in providing outstanding 
service to our members. This association represents law-enforcement officers by 
providing legal services and advocating changes to improve the quality of work 
life for people employed in all aspects of criminal justice. We also represent our 
members through political action. The Raleigh-Wake Chapter of the North
Carolina PBA recently held their municipal candidate screenings. Candidates for 
District A, District C and the at-large seat were asked a series of questions that 
are very important to Cary officers who are members of the PBA. These 
questions concerned such issues as the 25-year retirement for law enforcement, 
due process, health insurance benefits for injured officers, shared sick leave, 
driver training and physical fitness options for officers.

Based on the answers that were given during the screenings, our association 
chose to endorse the following candidates for Cary Town Council. We felt that 
these candidates would do the most to help rank-and-file officers within the Cary 
Police Department and the North Carolina PBA. John Harvilla was endorsed for 
District C. Tom McCuiston was endorsed for District A. Julie Robison was 
endorsed for the at-large seat.

In closing, I would ask each Cary voter to consider the men and women who put 
their lives on the line everyday to protect them. A vote for these endorsed 
candidates will show that you care about their needs.

John Midgette
Executive Director, North Carolina Police Benevolent Association
Raleigh

I'm for Curran

Traffic is one of my biggest concerns in Cary and that's why I'm voting for Mike 
Curran for the Town Council. Mike Curran is the only candidate who has said he 
will focus our capital money on widening roads and improving intersections. It's 
unbelievable to me that our town's capital budget for roads was cut by 70 percent
last year and 37 percent this year. I know Mike will work with other leaders to get 
the state funding we need to complete I-540 and help address the commuter 
problems we face around Cary and the Triangle. To me, Mike Curran is the only 
candidate offering a comprehensive approach to solving our traffic congestion 
and transportation problems.

Robin Finn
Cary

Open letter to Curran

Mr. Curran: Recently I received a flier in the mail from what appears to be you. In 
this flier, you held Julie Robison personally responsible for every spending cut in 
the Town of Cary in the last four years. Given your claim to be a man of high 
integrity, I hope we can blame this breath of mistruths on a rogue campaign 
worker? Last time I checked, there were seven people on the Cary Town Council 
who vote on various issues. Also, last time I checked, Julie Robison voted 
against a number of problems you take the time to blame her for. I have worked 
with Julie on a number of community issues and I can state, without reservation, 
that she listens to Cary citizens and strongly supports our needs. She does not
let the mayor, her political party, or the politically correct answer drive her 
decisions. But again, I am assuming this was a rogue campaign worker that you 
have since disciplined. Otherwise, this would be the typical scare tactic that so 
many politicians are unfortunately successful with. I would like to take a bit from 
one of my favorite movies. "Mr. Curran, I believe you are not interested in solving 
our problems. You are interested in two things, and two things only: making us 
afraid of our problems, and telling you who's to blame for it."

Chris Decker


